Guidelines for
Legislative Task Force on Healthcare Reform
And
Governor’s Advisory Council on Medicaid Reform


The State of Arkansas continues to seek out strategies to provide health care for low-income and other vulnerable populations that will 
promote accountability, personal responsibility, and transparency;
remove disincentives for work and social mobility;
encourage and reward healthy outcomes and responsible choices; and 
promote efficiencies that will deliver value to the taxpayers; and  
assert its responsibility for local control and to protect Arkansas consumers and businesses
from federal mandates,
 
Options developed by the Task Force and Advisory Council should:

Maximize local control :  
Protection of Arkansas workers and employers from federal mandates and  
Transparency in healthcare price, quality, and utilization for consumers, taxpayers, and policymakers;
Maximum flexibility for the state and limitations on federal restrictions  
 	 Increased employment of able-bodied recipients of taxpayer-funded healthcare services; and
Promote healthier behaviors, increased accountability and personal responsibility for beneficiaries; 
 
Assure efficient healthcare delivery
Limiting size of the traditional Medicaid program by serving healthier beneficiaries in private market;
Strengthening of the employer-sponsored health insurance market;
Healthier behaviors, increased accountability, and personal responsibility for beneficiaries; 
Services in the most cost-effective settings;
Optimized use of telemedicine;
 	Promote efficiencies that will deliver value to the taxpayers; 
Discouraged over-utilization and reduced waste, fraud, and abuse; and

Maximize impact
Increased employment of able-bodied recipients of taxpayer-funded healthcare services, and
Encourage and reward healthy outcomes and responsible choices; and
 	Provide access to health services in rural areas of the state;
Provide appropriate care and improved outcomes through early intervention, prevention, and wellness
 programs, including the reduction of rates of obesity and tobacco use;


· [bookmark: _GoBack]Taken from Act 46 (SB96) which established the Legislative Task Force  and the Governor’s Executive Order establishing the Medicaid Advisory Council.
