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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME — GREETINGS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

On April 27, 1865 the steamship SS Sultana exploded and sank in
the dark of night on the flooded Mississippi River north of Marion,
Arkansas; and

About 2,000 passengers on the SS Sultana at the time of the
explosion were Union prisoners of war recently released from the
Confederate Andersonville and Cahaba Prison Camps in Alabama;
and

More than 1,800 soldiers lost their lives in this horrific accident,
more lives than were lost on the Titanic, making it America’s worst
maritime disaster; and

The explosion was presumed to have been caused by a defective
boiler trying to overcome the current of the Mississippi River; and

This catastrophe received little public attention, as it took place soon
after the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln and about
three weeks after the end of the Civil War; and

The Sultana Historic Preservation Society is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to building a permanent museum to educate
the public and honor the victims of the SS Sultana explosion; and

April 23-25, 2015 has been set aside by the Society to celebrate the
opening of the museum, to memorialize the event with a wreath
laying ceremony, and to honor the victims ancestors;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ASA HUTCHINSON, Governor of the State of Arkansas,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of
Arkansas, do hereby proclaim April 23 through 25, 2015, as

THE SS SULTANA 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION

across the State, and I urge my fellow citizens to observe this
occasion by participating in appropriate ceremonies and events .

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great

Attest:

7lonk. Povdin

Seal of the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 227 day of April, in
the year of our Lord 2015.
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Asa Hutchinson, Governor

Mark Martin, Secretary Of State



