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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents a state-level summary of performance from the Spring 2026 administration of the 
Arkansas Teaching, Learning & Assessment System (ATLAS) general assessments. Arkansas has 
successfully completed Year 2 of the foundational K–2 assessment and Year 3 of the Grades 3–8 and End 
of Course (3–HS) statewide assessment. To support consistent monitoring while honoring local district 
autonomy, the state’s comprehensive assessment portfolio balances required assessments with flexible 
tools for ongoing progress tracking. 

The Spring 2026 ATLAS results mark a major milestone for Arkansas education, showing clear, system-wide 
gains in academic performance. Proficiency overall has increased more than 20% since 2024 and more than 
14% since 2025, rising from 36.9% last year to 42.2% in 2026. These results reflect the impact of high 
standards, focused instruction, and a strong accountability system that is driving consistent improvement 
across the state. 

Student performance is reported across four levels that describe progress toward grade-level expectations: 

• Level 1: students are significantly behind grade-level expectations and require substantial academic
support.

• Level 2: students are performing at or near grade-level expectations but have not yet demonstrated
consistent mastery.

• Levels 3 and 4: students achieve proficiency, which is the state’s goal for all students.
o Students at Level 3 are meeting grade-level expectations.
o Students at Level 4 are exceeding expectations and should be considered for enrichment and

acceleration opportunities to continue advancing their learning.

Across the 2024–26 results, Arkansas demonstrated the following progress: 

Arkansas saw proficiency increases across every major content area, with Mathematics increasing from 
36.4%  in 2024 to 44.2% in 2026 (+7.8), Science from 35.6% in 2024 to 44.0% in 2026 (+8.4), and English 
Language Arts from 33.8% in 2024 to 39.5% in 2026 (+5.7). Gains were consistent across grade spans, with 
particularly strong increases observed in middle school and nationally benchmarked grades. 

The state also made meaningful progress in reducing the number of students performing at the lowest level 
across all subjects. The percentage of students in Level 1 decreased from 27.3% in 2025 to 23.1% in 2026, 
a 4.3 percentage point reduction in one year and nearly a 5-point decrease since 2024. This reduction 
reflects a significant shift of the lowest-performing group, with thousands of students moving into higher 
performance levels. 

Performance gains were also evident in key nationally monitored grades, including Grades 4 and 8. For 
example, Grade 4 Mathematics increased from 38% in 2024 to 47.1% proficiency in 2026, and Grade 8 
Mathematics increased from 27.5% in 2024 to 36.3% in 2026. The ATLAS assessment indicates that 
Arkansas students are gaining ground in critical grade levels that are tested and nationally compared via the 
NAEP assessment. 

Overall, the 2026 results demonstrate sustained, statewide progress. The combination of increasing 
proficiency rates and a continued reduction in the number of students significantly below grade level 
reflects a system moving in the right direction and building a stronger foundation for long-term student 
success. 

For more information about ATLAS Scores including family resources please visit: 
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/public-school-accountability/assessment/family-toolkit 
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Statewide Overview

Statewide Subject Snapshot

2026 ATLAS Performance Level Distribution
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ELA Overview

• ELA proficiency rose in every grade from 2024 to 2026, with improvement of 4 to 7 percentage points in
most grades (e.g., grade 6: 34.1% → 40.9%).

• The strongest gains came in 2025-26, when proficiency rose in every grade - several by 5 percentage
points or more.

• Grade 9 saw the largest single-year shift, up 7% in 2025-26 (31.0% → 38.0%).

• The percent of students in Level 1 fell in every grade from 2024 to 2026.

• The largest Level 1 declines came in 2025-26, with grades 7-10 each down roughly 3.5%.

• Level 2 is the largest group in most grades, meaning many students are able to perform some grade level
work but need deeper understanding to fully perform at grade level expectations.

ELA Proficiency Trends
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Math Overview

• Math proficiency rose in every grade and course from 2024 to 2026, with increases of 7-8% in several
grades (e.g., grade 3: 37.8% → 45.5%).

• Every grade and course showed improvement in 2025-26, several by 5+ percentage points.

• Algebra increased proficiency 10% over three years (26.9% → 37.0%), one of the largest increases on the
assessment.

• The students in Level 1 fell across every grade — Algebra down 6.8% and grade 3 down 5.9% in 2025-26
alone.

• Though Geometry remains the area of lowest proficiency in mathematics, since 2024 there are 7.8% fewer
students scoring in Level 1, while 8.5% more are achieving proficiency.

• Level 2 is the largest group in every grade, meaning many students sit just below proficiency and within
reach of moving up.

Math Proficiency Trends
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Science Overview

• Science proficiency rose in every grade and in Biology from 2024 to 2026, with gains of 6-9% across the
board (e.g., grade 3: 35.9% → 45.5%).

• Improvement continued in 2025-26, where every grade and Biology showed improvement, most by at least 5%.

• Grade 7 had one of the largest single-year jumps, up 6.6% in 2025-26 (38.4% → 45.0%).

• The students in Level 1 fell across every grade this year with most down 4-6% (grade 3 down 6.2
percentage points).

• Biology, the end-of-course exam, improved steadily to 42.8% proficient in 2026 (up from 36.4% in 2024),
with Level 1 down 3.7 percentage points this year.

• Level 2 is the largest group in most grades, meaning many students sit just below proficiency and within
reach of moving up.

Science Proficiency Trends
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Cohort Trend Analysis: Percent Proficient

Cohort analysis tracks the same group of students as they progress through the testing system (e.g., measuring

the growth of last year’s 3rd graders as they become this year’s 4th graders). Cohort analysis can give

additional information about the shifts in student mastery over time. While positive proficiency trends may

correlate with recent educational initiatives, the data itself does not isolate a single cause. It shows what

changed, not explicitly why.

• The majority of grade cohorts show higher proficiency in 2026 than the same group of students
demonstrated two years prior.

• Several cohorts in ELA show the largest proficiency increase in the most recent year (2025→2026).

• Positive cohort trends are visible across ELA, Math, and Science, pointing to system-wide rather than
subject-isolated improvement.
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K–2 Cohort Trend Analysis: Percent Proficient

• Every grade (K–2) showed proficiency increases from 2025 to 2026 in both Literacy and Math, with
Kindergarten Literacy being the highest change.

• Students tracked from K→1 and 1→2 maintained or improved their proficiency rates, suggesting early gains
are holding as students advance.

• Proficiency rates across K–2 in both subjects are generally strong and trending upward.
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Complete Data Table: Level Distribution by Grade and Year
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Proficiency and Level 1 Table (Including Combined Across Grades and Subjects) 
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